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ye Ht, Hal ACA SS 

as. Cheirsm, aiatinga! shed guests, nalgnbers nd fellow ositdonis 

I want to first euetcie uy apprecistien of ths hones? conferred upon me 
in being invited to speck under the cagpices of au organi vation ‘cappeeet®. of: ee 
who have, by their life's «ort, earned ths standing in our countrys that the ae 
membove of the Linasin Centennial 4 :gscoistion heve, end particalsrly to speak, 
vepresoutiny labor, ct the 114th «aniversary of Linesin's virth,- of the eginiats 
the works, wad of the life of sur former toenscanhe 

ls is fitting end epprepriute that those who ; ageat for labor, should render 
suck recogiitign as they are capadis of, of the great work aone in ‘their pehalfy : 
by him whom we ars gathered here today ts ds honor tos . 

if t=ere is ome thing “ore than any other alk aie be gaid teuthfully 
of Abraham Lineodin, it if, that he: dealt vith the realities, om the ‘Seats wad 
teath and righte Fe not only agreed with the things thst were right sea b> 33 
altruistie point of view, that bad been done im the. generations pefore, but he 
gealkt with the proebliexs of the day that were im proesss of ‘saben yebeabters 
fastly, with & aapth of anderstanding, & clearness of insicht, and a view of ; 
the future at mo other person in his time did. Y | : , 

While veing tdenlistie, ne. wag at the sane tims tabpnesiy pruh tients 
Kg vefused to permit the things that sdi¢at be (tbat He wanted to be} to vlina. nim; 
in Aealing with the conditions that veres He took: that attitade pecause he felt 
that every oot that was beipfal, that made for progress, not only brought tat | 


mash of betterment inte ths lives of the people, us gave thea greater resonteine 


aad opportunity, to maka etill further progresses 


Be 


” hte eit aikinecs who: sprang from the Teice OF the goumen paoole {choos 
: : ies a0 amok) who bosaguer: prestisnt of ake United States of America, in the 


ot most Srying portoa of sur orion Mstory, ie, without .- quaes img the ~reatest 


Bee Aatortoun ho kas ever ‘Lived. ; Me ‘ebrvek tre. shackuls from the bleak slaves, and 


: ae foang ad, not only freed ‘those’ or en whe were slaves in the United States, 
oe bat: Anilirestly the Sef hiceen of that aeb aperhted t6 tree them everyvhera. 
it also opera ted to ive Lerger freedon to e141 the pe 20016 of every race dn earthe 


i Ne Livea for the bet teroont of opprassea ama suffering bummity and gave hinssi? 


B ee: bo Ca aay, ali ‘that aan in bim,. to nate the iat of wim better. 


ae exploiters md oppressors or: aintisen tie abhor Fred and hoted him. They <ra- 
ao sii him, and, were ha Living toda; meses Ca inte atract, the doctrines whieh he” 
“peat. during his life aad te which he devoted his every effort, they of that 

_— Slewont, would orusifiy bs him seaine Nat, in the hearts of the ieoii people of cur 


3 ay, he Lives gust. an he a4@ with the. aves maSe Of the people of our coumtry at - 


fon: the. tine ot nie deat. this ig not atone bine of these United states; i ts tree 


oe a avery land where hie histery is ‘more 


Sere Lincoln Living today, he would be standing for end sapoorting the 


pees labor moveRaTt » ‘Seing bax a ining, che Tormers and ther oc-eperative societies, - 


: ay “ glocaliness aad ‘onasty in public lire. Be would a Gaim: this in the interest 


Of of hua iy y= thay: Sho in omr tickdon are giving pet to these ¢euses are sQine 


by . 2 moot twosrds carrying on, the work that Abrahas Lins ola was dothiy when his tre scic 


oo death ‘took nia auaye 


“Bie teaehings nist £ORKS Inepirea ma encouraged the cood mon amd someon of 


oo own. tines They cont inne {2 move the men ant omen of our time. tg strive fr 


: sh “higher deals and to ota for those principles ag Treodom, jastice 2G wanenity 


Oe which be tenant and they: iuaty continue 40 = the hearts «id the scales of men coud 


& rn ‘for: riatt ime te earry ‘Ome 


Sorshax Linceln said : “Laber ia prior to and Sndopentont of cap! tal. 
Capital is only the fmait of Labor wad could not have existed af: iabor haa not 
first existeode Labor is superior to aapi tal ond deserves seh the hutgher henahauien 
ation." "0 men. living ero more worthy to be trusted than those who totled = 
from poverty". “let. ihe : Abvare of curreudering political power. “Hy men. is 
food enwach to sovern. another withont that other’s eonsent. i 3 

Sammel : GODS TS» *vesident of the samerlean federation af heber. savs of 

Lingdin: “ind there saarged from poverty and obseurity a: gannt Figura, the tigare 
of Abraian Linzolm; - the figure of a man whose apirit: el live 88 long ea. there 
is hope im the hearts of men 4nd in the winds ay waza to dune sendovenent and 
the mln tonsnoe of treedem, justies sud democracy. * : 

*Linsoin lived for. the attalueont af these teal glans }mcodn Proce y 
died in the strugeie for these principles.” | | 

“Lincoln's spirit asd high ideale dosinete ovary wovenrsnt of mon and events: ae 
which have for their verpose Tight and nave in the work ant tn the ‘Sives: of the. : | 
tolling gasees of imerics, aye, of the whcie weeia", 

iincoin'’s def int tion of the lumenaege of the Peclaration 2P.Unigpendence 
{all men are created @mal)}- is that every uaa is outisied te an unfettered start 
ond. & fair chameso in tha rage of life. ati | 

in a letter to 4 Zoston Clud catia’ had invited hin %o ndlebrate with them 
the birthday of thomas Jefferson, Linssin said his party believed in “the san and 4 
the dollar”, but in ease of conflict betveon thom, it believed inthe man before 
the 4ollar”. i i 

In his speech in Cinginnati, in the , aad 1659 ha sald: “paver is ee 
great souree from which nearly all,. if net sll, hanan gomforte and mocoasities 
are drawn”. 

in the seme speech ha anid: “The people of these Vaibed Stated are the 
rightful masters of both congresses aii courte, not toa overthrow the sonst at~ 
to over throw thy titution.” 


tion, but sen whe pervert the cor 


nateatos vist even a nis thse there. wers nen in nh te otriets 1 
¥ iO | atthown worn ‘to pol he ae snd ¢ constitatt My im reality 
mt meatier fe san in them, che most cin < 


it = indicates that he 


— ecsolves to é abe te .overn 7 


on om the baste of iwortcan institutions. ‘te dalisved in qoreramant 


Bie ina ti tat ons a govermoont + fnjuretiony, ta esprice or seitign 
Z ‘the Sadiviansd, tmpased an the meeaes, vy military Lerees vise mon | 


of a trea» oni 


ws E alseretion ol ihe oe wBe oxereised 


wea nee < omtty « wa 008 conscience - ~ it asanaly voconss %. lerribie and ineut<! 


na oe fe) sinntons oho vere ) than | aladet ¢ pee ane porting ihe. sony in 


: and permanant 1 met rathone 


fhe <orksrs in tha south who #14 not oom land or he haé no othsr maiaaen of vent « 
Waking a Livlihesd for thamselyes, sxceot in eoupstition with slaves, wither. . 
anigrated or degenerated imto vast was mown as ths southern “eragxer” hte ze 
trash, sang of whos sunk te a level belew that of the animal oo oma in sone oe: 
sete districts, they have not to thie day, entirely recovered fran thts eats: 
tion. They S:eane a. degraded that the slave ower’. were Able Ra, rete ettetian 
them « Guit of elethes, @ wmiforn snd the food of confederate soldier, to bribe 
then to fight to continae the osuse of their om degradation (chattel Slavery}. — 

Linesoln's influence and his setion in scoomplishing this, saved ull of the 
aie of our country from guet teat comiitione Sf eourne ir he bid not aceom= : 
plished it, that ~Ould have meant. another, «mi if one failed, then pore bloody 
revolutions in nich possibly millions of lives heve been lest in the stragsie for 
freedoms Thon the alor, eainful, laborious progress upeerds seaine liannein*s 
erestest service was in behalf of the worterdg. : | ! 

and, speaking fram the soint of view of the orzenized workers of our times, 
porhapa ve can ompeatbuba nicest keenly and more fully, his great services then ean 8 
these of amy other valk im life. : | oe 

That this fact was pretty thorouchly understood even inn his om time, ts 
évidemeed by the setion of practically all the organised workers of the Vaited 
States, creat Britain and Cermamny and other Zurepsan eountriess They seemed ta be 
aimost uneninouslye, eupoorting Linsols snd tha north te that stroeggle for kena 
liberty. Of course goo4 men snd women in every other walk of life she wanemenlien, Z | k 
Supported them, but there were many who mot oniy did not Sappert Linsols sais the . | 


north, but sho opposed them in avery way and who conzribated money and othersise 


to defeat them in that erucial strugzle. 


A condition has davelozea since idneeln's time ahish threatens ths workers 


: a wi os ‘worse then te origins ohsttel slavery. it is not fally recognized yat by 


peoeph it wae bevinning to. develop ques prior $e. Linsola's G@eethe That he 
: had a ‘reasonably gonarehsusive erasp of the situation is evidenced in the stete~ . 
usnt thot he ages sith reference +o it + Se sid: "Thank God =e heve 4 systex of 


ae fener chore there ean be strike! ‘Shatever the presser, there is = potas where 


the Sea vorkimenen nay ato". . zhi naw eonai tion has bean seenteel largely through 
oe the modern devolomment of inaastery vhjoh has brought about an equal strongth in 
oe ‘the unite of the. tee sides ef test peabten. ae 
3 | : the coxporation, “the unit of industry Seley evsls sd arsy af tndivides) 
= woxkneiks:. “ho one ta naty other ‘asgeot of Life «ould expest tadividusl verkin:: oe ae 


ee ‘or women, as a malty te test ‘their atrength with thoussnds ead Iaadreds of thous- 


; ands organized as. one , body, om the ‘other side, effort bas been and is baine wade 
ee to make it appear sees the indivi @mal honan peing (as @ worker} is equal to the 


anit te corporation! on the other side, ana porerful infinenoes elaininc to be 


: - good parioans are trying to comps) hie (the worker) ta wabntt to thet inegaality in 
at i : the 2 aa AR life, for a livlihood for himself and his a: dopandents e 
eae : os ‘one bas attempted (in reality) to prevent the gorporations from orgeuiizing, 
| aoe oe fedorating ona worteing together in almost any mamer in dealing sith their 

: 2 problems, ‘hey axeroise the right to strike ave inst ths STektaoue (tb withmela 


tee a done from aia ‘shayever they a09. fit to ds oie They exercise the right to bey- 


a os gent to winetiist, and in add itd on to that, usslly the men controlling these 
oe os sorporstions have the advantage, of eduoation vhich the warknem have been xextem 
: ‘sane as voll as material rosoureas yeyond thit of the: average en 
As 6 Feault ef the organized strength of the corporstions, @ gondition has 
ri orn oa. the past of the: xovtaman, (hore he is oompalled te sot sg an indi- 


te é with thous eorporations, which in vino is worge than the 


n eaten saverys There: 48 ‘the, » ditterencs that’ tho ‘tnatvidasl workmen has 


Te 


physical freedom te com> or mo, Wat the lash of sressure of the analest us his 
fasily Zerees his st times, to subnit to eonditions mere dexrading and more gheroud 
im the purscit of a livlihood tor himself and then, thes that to which the chette] — 2 
sinve hed to aubeit, or to «hich & self-respecting scan ould wabat; at no natter 
what cost to kimeslf sersonelly. 

the smoloyer is a>solvad from tha stigaa of bein: 5 wis wate 
He is ates exempt from the resoonsibility that <oes with that ovmerahipes “ish the 
Ssl=ve o=ney, there was also tha indeative of aeif-luterest, be) mop bis. slave in : 
g00d physical somdition in order to raise and ssintain his oecunfary value to the 
highest standaml sessibie. That interest in che sell beings of his views is also. 
@lisinated in this podern sitastione ‘thiless soue sdjustwent tekes plaes, that 
will give eporszimately equal strength to the worker in defonéd ing sink giveantind 
his standards of living, and his seam of diving eas hindear ond family, in deal~ 
‘tng with the men who omm his mrans of lites it is likely to develo; Into a sore 


serious condition for the corker generally than wheat shattel.slayery meant te the 


slave, sith 411 that that sess om the cart of ham baings <ho «ill resent. thas 
sort of thing «nd wo will strive by every meana within their vower, amd at-amy 
fost, to froe thengelves from ite 

‘@ need in our public life today, men with the keen discriminating vision 
thet lLinceln had to understand our problems; men vith his Broad. gauged Liberality 
of view; sen with the hatred of wrong that he had; men «ith initia to Stond for 
the right, «ith clear-sichtedness and determination of purpose, that these cigs- 
tions maybe solved in the right way, im the interest of howsenity, ae cas thet 


other great problem for the solution of which he gave eo much. 


‘mere be outa stand on ‘thts cugution is: made Glear 2 his uttermnees in the ae- 


x x : bates dotoeen ‘Mincoln ana Dougles, on 9 on the subject | < the ) extension ae eo pee ee 


; ‘ ihe ie 4 WAN Ba [tac 
eee ot forth by Jesse Te Wonk an aie 200k "fhe 5 "eal! Tincoin® 5 cudting the debstes 


i nd sho heard ire iineoin waxe the statement, he sayes “It vas Sinn this 


ee “aanvass,, in every tiver et bis being trenuloas:'=1th enotion, i heard him, 1s 


i. one of hip speeches denounei ny the extension of slavery, passionately exolsim:s ‘That 


ie is the issue that wall. continue An this oocatry whan these poor tongues of Judge. 


oo) edias and myaelt shall be silent. Tt oe the eternal struggle between these teo 


- prine iples - right and. wreig -  Rhroaghout he's (orld. hey are the two principles 


: 1 Bhat have. stone fnee +o. foes te from ee vaginming Gf times andl wait ever continu 


ay te strageles tho one fe the common right of humanity oid the aes the divine 


: : fe leh of kings. ut is the ae orinthete in whe tever shoe it develops iteel?. 


oe it 4s the ‘sume spirit that says, “You toil and work ani qurn, bread and 11] ont 


af Ate lo meter in what shape cs comes, whether from the mow of a king eho 
pa to bestride the people cd ‘pis oon nation and live by the fruit ox their 


se Labor, or ‘tros ons race of men as an om apology ta anglaving anothar rade, it is the 


Mere sous tyrannical principle.’ = The aglting pathos vith thich Sr. Lincolm said this 


oe. eat its afteot on his amdience camot be deseribed.” 


: the true creatnons of ‘THineoin is proven moet conclusively by tha ‘fant that 

2 aa spirit ts thy greatest: Hving inftuanas in pubiie lito in ont cpantry today, 
3 ana 3 in the public life at ae ether eountry on the face of tha garth “here bis 
tetony ts nome ee - 

S ae tes things. that he aids. ~ Whe snags ae suid, ‘hs things’ he brieg to ao ag 


4 a rove, ; am, wort playing ng and stadyinc, a8 3 Sanseaee ain, & anys on, a triends 


atte . . lover - - tn polities) eftainsy he Judgsant in reviewing vie Gases of the boys 


ia ‘the ony who vere senténoed to deaths as comenier-in-chief of the Usited 


tates aeye as ; Presitont of the Uaitea ibatess his bolsranae and pati ones er 


9: $ proaath ce view Me zindliness Oo van the friend of an the unfortunate) s 


Fe 


his love of humanity; his forsbearenee; the eompiste.absenes of rankor and hatred; 
his itittense desire to heal the «ound created by the war, to supplant the pitter- 
Heus that hat been erected by it, sith tie desire sor helsfalnass: and when oeas~ 
Sion recuired it, his firsuess for tiet. sick ome rights bis cetemsination; his 
vergiotencs; his adamant hardmess Sad creat couraje@,y= £11 thet he did and aii that 
he vas, appeal ao stronciy to she cued that: ie: 4a every wan ang womam who gonna ‘5 
knGr bimstnat they besome believers in and. worshipers of him ,. deaireue of not enly 
acing honor te him, Sut in Asiping to further the work 40 hich ond for eniok, 


a 


he gave Gis Lifes “ics lize is sorely needed now. .to hoal -the vounis of:a tern 


sacause Lincelp lived hore amongst us,- beeagse there de o@ much thet 
bi hia life surrounding as,- his hee ses Sere: he went bsek and forth 
amongst us here; he vas married Here; his ehildrea rers Sore snd reared heres 
here he ves @lected pragidest, and nis Gody lies hare nor + there is a great 
opoortunmity for as , throuch the axanole of Kis vorkte, to ds aaa pace in this 


wOorlile rhere iz mm eoualiy large rasponelibility soon us: to do that <ork. . There 


is siso the opportunity and stligetion to sedusint ouraéslves sith Bia life -- 
d 


Mt 
what he aia -- what he was -- “hat he tried to @>. through hig example, to sage 
A 


batter mon and women.of ourselves, to maxg Detter mom snc vouen thronmheut our 


entire nation ani tha world. ; 
there are many shrines in this world at which the people worslig, to their 
own betterment, ani the battermant of humanity, Dut there 15. no shrine cm with 
the exception of that of the Nedeemer himself, out of which could come so mach 
of good for mnoanity now end in the future, than that which would come from bis 
shrine properly prepared and kept by the people of this covmuni ty. 
y “ea mencure gp to thet opportunity ait obligation’ 
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SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 
May 30, 


VO Bet. 


To Albert H. Griffith, Esa. , 
Pisk, 

Wisconsin. 
Dear Sir:= 

Replying to your letter of May 30th, 
we are not publishing in book form the addresses 
delivered at the Lincoln Memorial celebration, 
held here last Febwary, am hence we will not he 


able to supply you with anything of that nature 


for your library. 


* 


Oe 


/] 


t 


TREASURER 
IRA B, BLACKSTOCK 
213 E, JEFFERSON ST, 


Se ee a, ae 
Sacrétary. 
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February 27, 1923. 


Mr. Albert H. Griffith, 
Box 37, Fisk, Wis. 
Dear Sir: 
This is to ackmo-ledge receipt of yours of 


OFFICERS 


JOS. W. MORTON STH VICE-PRES. 
166 W. WASHINGTON ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 


AL. TOWERS 6TH VICE-PRES, 
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WALDO CROSS 9TH VICE-PRES. 
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VICTOR A. OLANDER SEC.-TREAS. 
164-166 W. WASHINGTON ST., CHICAGO 


the 19th. 


2 * T.3ne e i< A 12-= 
Have not had the statement 1 made before the Lincoln Centennial Assocl 


tion of the 


expect in the course 07 


just as soon as I do so will send you a copy of it. 


Vv 


114th anniversery of Abraham Loncoln'’s birthday printed, but 


time to jave it typewritten, if not orinted, and 


Yours very truly, 
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March 20, 1923. 
Mr. Albert H. Griffith, 
Box 37, 
Fisk, Wisconsin. 
Dear Sir: 


Further reference to your letter of recend date in which you 


requested a copy of the speech I made on "Abraham Lincoln", am enclosing copy 


of same. 


Trusting that you can use it to suit your purpose, I am, 


Yours very truly, 


— 3. 
= 

Xf 

; 


